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penenced do great pain, and was able to get np and go into her kitchen. 
The pain arose while she was in a sitting position, and soon became so vio¬ 
lent that she could not move the limb without pain. An examination under 
ether revealed no bone lesion, and the conjecture was that the sciatic had 
been bruised. Fourth, the ligamentnm teres may be tom. The author haa 
no positive evidence of this, hut in one autopsy to examine a fractured hip 
it was either congenitally absent or absorbed. In experiments the ligamen- 
tum teres has been torn without dislocating the head of the femur. In regard to 
treatment the author states that he has little to offer. In one case he removed 
the fragment of the head of the femur five and a half years after the injury, 
because the patient bad suffered pain night and day all these years, and could 
endure it no longer. As the patient was sixty years old, with atheromatous 
arteries, the fact that no brilliant result followed may not be wholly attrib¬ 
uted to the operation. If an operation be undertaken it is reasonable to 
think that it should be indicated by the persistency of pain—after one or 
two months. There are few surgeons who would think of removing the 
fragment of a broken femoral head and neck without first seeing what effect 
treatment would bring about; but after one or two months of continuous 
pain surgical interference is warranted, provided the patient’s age and 
strength will permit. 
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Treatment of Epilepsy.—Dns. Victor Hobsley and Bibien Russell 
in a paper recently read before the Medical Society of London, spoke on the 
treatment of idiopathic epilepsy. They had tried sernm obtained from a 
patient with severe epilepsy which they had injected into another patient 
with a milder form of the affection but this gave no results. The use of 
filtered cultures of streptococci and staphylococci, the toxin of erysipelas 
and antitoxin had been tried, but were of no service. The bromides were 
still the most potent agents in the treatment of idiopathic conditions, but 
they must be given boldly and in large doses if they are to be of any service. 
Most of the ill effects of the bromine might he avoided if the drug were 
given more freely in the early stages of the disease. They use potassium 
salts alone, not having found any special advantage by giving the mixed 
bromides. Whichever of the salts is used, a single dose is best given an 
hour before bedtime in nocturnal epilepsy and two hours before the time of 
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the occurrence of the attack if there is a well-marked rhythm. Morphine 
hypodermically, they thought, was one of the best drugs for the status, but 
the risks were great, and they rely more on large doses of chloral given by 
the rectum. Bromidin had been extensively used and had been favorably 
received. Tea and coffee should be excluded from the diet and a small 
amount of meat permitted. The exclusion of common salt from the dietary 
was spoken of and commended.— Lancet, 1903, vol. clxiv. p. 439. 

Calcium Salts in Uric Acid Calculi.— Dr. A. C. Cboftan comes to the 
following conclusions regarding the relation of calcium salts to the formation 
of kidney calculi of uric acid: (1) Uric acid in the urine is held in solution 
by the di-sodium phosphate, and is precipitated by the monosodium phos¬ 
phate. (2) For the prevention of uric acid calculi the increase of di-phos- 
phates and the increase of monophosphates is therefore desirable. This can 
be accomplished either by increasing the 'sodium of urine or decreasing the 
sodium of phosphatic acid. (3) Calcium salts administered internally produce 
the desired effect by decreasing the excretions of phosphoric acid in the 
kidneys in the following ways: (a) by binding the phosphates of the food and 
preventing their absorption, (6) and by binding the phosphates of the blood 
and causing their elimination through the bowels. ' (4) The administration 
of sodium salts that can also produce an increase of the di-phosphates, and a 
relative decrease of the monophosphates, is to be condemned mainly because 
large doses render the urine alkaline .—Journal of the American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation, 1903, vol. xl. p. 818. 

The Treatment of Influenza.—D b. Robert H. Babcock states that there 
is no specific remedy for influenza; therefore, treatment should be preventive 
and symptomatic. The former should include such measures as are calcu¬ 
lated to protect friends and attendants from infection, as well as to guard the 
patient from secondary infections. Isolation, therefore, is advisable; arti¬ 
ficial heat and suitable screens are serviceable; fresh air is imperative. The 
sputum should be destroyed, preferably by corrosive sublimate, and special 
care should be given to the disinfection of handkerchiefs. To guard the 
patient from complications, rest in bed is imperative, since pneumonia is so 
common following grippous colds. Direct treatment by inhalations of steam 
impregnated with antiseptics is serviceable. Heroine and codeine, or even 
morphine, are advised for the cough. Phenacetin in combination with 
quinine, he believes, is very valuable, both as an analgesic and antipyretic. 
The fever rarely requires any treatment. Aconite may be of service; calo¬ 
mel and salines are useful in the beginning. He believes in small amounts 
of alcoholic stimulants, which are beBt combined with milk and eggs. Con¬ 
valescence is hastened by the use of glycerophosphites, hypophosphites, and 
organic iron preparations .—Chicago Medical Record, 1903, No. 3, p. 260. 

Chlorodyne Poisoning.— Db. K. R. Dalai, describes a case of poisoning 
with this proprietary preparation. The patient, a boy eighteen years of age, 
was found one morning lying unconscious in his bed, drenched with a pro¬ 
fuse perspiration. The whole body was cold to the touch; the pulse was 
imperceptible at the wrist, the breathing embarrassed, the respirations being 



